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I have often written about our dog ‘Chip’.  Chip is a little guy – a Yorkie Terrier mix.  My husband Mike, 
was fishing in Canada, I had been watching Chip at the NHS Shelter and it just seemed that he would be 
the perfect fit in our already full household and Mike would adjust.  Chip is a very smart and loving little 
dog.  Actually, Mike says he is the best dog we have ever had.   
 
Chip is high energy.  He is excited about each new day and adventure.  However, a month ago his body 
posture began to change, he became lethargic, wouldn’t eat and cried a little when we picked him up.   
We immediately made an appointment.  His blood tests diagnosed him with Lyme’s disease and 
anaplasmosis.  He was such a sick little guy.  
 
 I was familiar with Lyme’s disease but not anaplasmosis.  Chip had had his flea and tick monthly 
treatment.  Our vet began treatment immediately.  We just finished the course of antibiotics and he is 
totally back to his happy self.  We have also changed the type of monthly flea and tick  treatment he and 
the other animals get.  I wrote about this last year because of a friend’s dog who was diagnosed with 
anaplasmosis but did not remember so I am revisiting this subject. 
 
Anaplasmosis is a bacterial disease transmitted by deer ticks.  The following information about 
anaplasmosis was shared by  www.petmd.com.  Anaplasmosis disease is a challenge for both human and 
beast in the north woods. 

Anaplasmosis is a bacterial disease that, in a dog, comes in two forms: 

• Anaplasma phagocytophilium infects white blood cells (this is the form that is also found in 

people). 

• Anaplasma platys infects a dog’s platelets, which are involved in blood clotting. 

Symptoms usually begin within one to two weeks of the initial tick bite and transmission. 

Phagocytophilium is the more common form of anaplasmosis. Symptoms for dogs may include 

lameness, joint pain, lethargy, loss of appetite, fever and less commonly coughing, seizures, vomiting 

and diarrhea.             

An examination of the blood is the first step to evaluate the blood cells and platelets. While the 

organism may occasionally be identifiable under the microscope, more accurate tests are performed in 

the laboratory 

Anaplasmosis can be treated with the antibiotic doxycycline. The earlier in the course of disease the 

treatment begins, the better the outcome. Most dogs are treated for 14-30 days, though improvement 

is often seen within the first few days of treatment. 

Even if your dog has improved clinically, it is essential to finish the entire course of antibiotics. The long 

term prognosis for dogs who have undergone a full course of treatment is excellent. The best prevention 

http://www.petmd.com/
https://www.petmd.com/pet-medication/doxycycline


includes stringent tick prevention. “Natural” tick prevention treatments are usually poorly effective, 

especially in highly endemic areas. A wide variety of effective spot-on treatments, oral medications and 

tick collars are available to best fit your dog’s needs; consult your veterinarian for the choice that is best 

for you. 

Check your dog for ticks every day, being sure to check in between the toes, under the collar, behind the 

ears, and in the armpits. Use your fingers to run through your dog’s fur, feeling for bumps. Ticks vary 

from the size of a pinhead to the size of a grape; while usually dark brown or black, they turn grey after 

they have been attached and feeding for a period of time. Grasp the tick close to the skin using tweezers 

or a device specifically designed for tick removal. Dispose of the tick by placing it in alcohol or flushing 

down the toilet. 

Prophylactic treatment with doxycycline after a tick bite is not common practice in veterinary medicine. 

Antibiotic treatment is reserved for clinically ill dogs that have tested positive for the anaplasma 

bacterium. However, many laboratories test ticks for the presence of diseases like anaplasma and Lyme. 

Therefore, after the tick is removed, you may submit the tick to these labs to know if it carries harmful 

diseases. 

While anaplasmosis doesn’t get the same attention as other tick-borne diseases such as Lyme 

and ehrlichiosis, it remains a significant disease of dogs and is being diagnosed with increased frequency 

across the United States 

 

https://www.petmd.com/dog/general-health/flea-and-tick-prevention-and-treatment-dogs
https://www.chewy.com/zenpet-tick-remover-dogs-cats/dp/150502
https://www.petmd.com/dog/parasites/signs-and-symptoms-ehrlichiosis-dogs

